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THE TOYO.TA FOUNDATION
‘3 Anniversary

Since 1974

The 50th Anniversary Symposium of the Toyota Foundation

Past, Present, and Future of Japan—ASEAN cooperation

[Background and Overview]

The Toyota Foundation was established in 1974, upholding the philosophy “For the Sake of Greater
Human Happiness.” The Foundation started its international grant program from countries in
Southeast Asia. It was in the early days of Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), which
was founded in 1967. Until today, the Toyota Foundation has continued, albeit in different grant
programs, to support projects or any research initiatives in the region.

Last year, in 2023, Japan-ASEAN relations marked its 50th anniversary of friendship and cooperation.
To commemorate the 50th anniversary in 2024, the Toyota Foundation holds a symposium on Japan-
ASEAN mutual cooperation to not only look back the past but also to envision the new era of Japan-
ASEAN relations from a long-term and global perspective in particular the roles of private foundations
in Japan and beyond.

Date Friday, October 25, 2024

Venue International House of Japan

Language Japanese-English (Simultaneous interpretation provided)
Participants 100, Invitation-only


https://ihj.global/en/access/
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Program
9:30 Venue open|Registration
10:00 — 10:05 | Opening Movie: 50th anniversary of the Toyota Foundation
10:05 - 10:10 | Opening remarks
Nobuyori Kodaira, Chairperson, The Toyota Foundation
10:10-12:10 | Session1 Japan-ASEAN Relations in Changing International Contexts
Speakers
Pongphisoot Busbarat ~ Director, Institute of Security and International
Studies (ISIS Thailand)
Saya Kiba Associate Professor, Kobe City University of Foreign Studies
Moderator
Hiroshi Nakanishi Professor, Kyoto University; Chair, Selection
Committee, Research Grant Program, The Toyota Foundation
12:10 - 13:30 | Networking Lunch (buffet)
13:30 —15:30 | Session2  Empowering Civil Society in ASEAN-Japan Collaboration
Speakers
Reiko Harima Regional Coordinator, Mekong Migration Network
Tokihiko Fujimoto Associate Professor, Meiji University
Elisa Sutanudjaja Executive Director, Rujak Center for Urban Studies
Moderator
Shigeto Sonoda Professor, The University of Tokyo; Chair, Selection
Committee, International Grant Program, The Toyota Foundation
15:30 — 16:00 | Coffee break
16:00 — 17:30 | Session 3 [Wrap-up] Prospects for Japan-ASEAN Relations: Expectations for
Private Foundations
Commentators
Hiroshi Nakanishi Professor, Kyoto University
Shigeto Sonoda Professor, The University of Tokyo
Yuri Sato Executive Vice President, The Japan Foundation
Maho Nakayama Director and Senior Program Officer, Peacebuilding
Program, The Sasakawa Peace Foundation
Moderator:
Masashi Haneda President, The Toyota Foundation
17:30 - 17:45 | Closing remarks
Masashi Haneda President, The Toyota Foundation
18:00 Dinner reception (buffet)
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Japan-ASEAN Relations in Changing International Contexts
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Hiroshi Nakanishi
Professor, International Politics, School of Government, Kyoto University; Chair, the
Research Grant Program Selection Committee, The Toyota Foundation
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Born in 1962, he earned M.A. in Political Science at Kyoto University and learned in the doctoral courses at Kyoto
University and History Department of the University of Chicago. He specializes in international history of the
twentieth century, international relations methodology, and Japanese foreign and security policy. He published
widely on the international affairs, including Kokusaiseiji toha Nanika, (What is International Politics?)
(Chuokoronshinsha, 2003) which earned the fourth Yomiuri-Yoshino Sakuzo prize. He also contributed chapters
for Makoto lokibe ed., The Diplomatic History of Postwar Japan (Routledge, 2011) and Masayuki Yamauchi &
Yuichi Hosoya eds,,From Meiji to Reiwa Modern Japan’s Place, (Springer 2023). In 2022 he served for two
government-commissioned positions, as member of the Advisory Panel to Comprehensively Discuss Defense
Capabilities as National Strength of the Cabinet Office and as chairperson of the Advisory Panel on the revision
of Development Cooperation Charter of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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. Pongphisoot Busbarat

\ s ) Director, Institute of Security and International Studies (I1SIS Thailand); Assistant
A Dean and Assistant Professor, Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn
i ‘ University
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Dr. Pongphisoot (Paul) Busbarat is the Director of the Institute of Security and International

Studies (ISIS Thailand) and serves as an Assistant Dean and Assistant Professor of International

Relations at the Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand.

Additionally, he holds the position of Non-Resident Scholar at Carnegie China. Dr. Busbarat’s research
focuses on great power competition in the Indo-Pacific, Thailand’s foreign policy towards major powers, and
Southeast Asian geopolitics, particularly in the Mekong subregion. His current research projects explore how
identities influence Thailand’s strategic positioning between the U.S. and China, China’s growing influence
in the Mekong subregion, and the domestic factors shaping Thailand's foreign policy. Recent publications by
Dr. Busbarat includes "Bamboo Stuck in the Chinese Wind" in Contemporary Southeast Asia (2024) and
"Thailand's Perspective on the U.S. and China: A SWOT Analysis" published by the ASAN Institute (2023).
Dr. Busbarat holds a Ph.D. from the Australian National University (ANU), as well as postgraduate degrees
in International Affairs from Columbia University, USA, and Development Studies from the University of
Cambridge, UK. Prior to his academic career, he served as a policy analyst specializing in international
security affairs at Thailand’s National Security Council (NSC).
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Saya Kiba
Associate Professor, Kobe City University of Foreign Studies
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Saya KIBA is an Associate Professor at Kobe City University of Foreign Studies and a member of the Expert
Panel on Ministry of Defense Capacity Building, Ministry of Defense of Japan. Her major fields of interest
are Southeast Asian studies, civil-military relations, security sector governance, and security cooperation.
She has experience as a practitioner, working in the Embassy of Japan in the Philippines and the Embassy of
Japan in Thailand. She also served as a staff to Diet member/ former Foreign Minister Seiji Maehara from
2010 to 2012 when his Democratic Party of Japan was the ruling party. Her recent works include a co-edited
book, Pathways for Irregular Forces in Southeast Asia: Mitigating Violence with Non-state Armed Groups
(Routledge, 2022).
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Session 2
Empowering Civil Society in Japan- ASEAN Collaboration
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Shigeto Sonoda

Professor, Comparative sociology and Asian studies at the Institute for Advanced
Studies on Asia (IASA), The University of Tokyo; Chair, the International Grant
Program Selection Committee, The Toyota Foundation
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http://shigetosonoda.net/

He has been serving as co-director of Beijing Center for Japanese Studies at Beijing Foreign Studies
University in China since 2018 as well as a chair for Toyota Foundation’s International Grant Program since
2019. His major publications include Social Inequality in Contemporary China, (Chuo Koron, 2008) and
National Sentiments in Asia (Chuo Koron, 2020) as well as the edited volumes of A History of Japan-China
Relations, 1972-2012 111 and IV (University of Tokyo Press, 2012, 2014), China Impact (with David S. G.
Goodman, University of Tokyo Press, 2018), Global Views of China (with Yu Xie, University of Tokyo
Press, 2021), Japan-China Relations, 2001-2022 (with Akio Takahara, Tomoo Marukawa, and Shin
Kawashima, University of Tokyo Press, 2023), and Uzbek Migrants and Japanese Society (with Timur
Dadavaev, University of Tokyo Press, 2023). Website http://shigetosonoda.net/
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Reiko Harima

Regional Coordinator, Mekong Migration Network (MMN); Executive Director,
Asian Migrant Centre (AMC)
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Reiko is the Regional Coordinator of the Mekong Migration Network (MMN) and Executive Director of the
Asian Migrant Centre (AMC). In 1999, she joined AMC as a research coordinator and in 2001 begun
coordinating the centre’s research on labour migration in the Mekong. This work led to the formation of
MMN in 2003. Reiko was appointed MMN’s Regional Coordinator by its network members, and has been
coordinating MMN’s joint activities in the areas of research, advocacy, capacity building and networking
ever since. MMN’s work under Reiko’s leadership has included collaborative research and advocacy
concerning arrest, detention and deportation of migrants; migrants’ access to social protection; migrants’
decision making during the pandemic; migrant agricultural workers in Thailand; and the social exclusion of
migrants, to name but a few.

In addition to advocacy work within the Mekong subregion, including Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia and
Vietnam, Reiko regularly contributes to discussion at the ASEAN level, including at the ASEAN Forum on
Migrant Labour, and ASEAN workshops where various ASEAN instruments are developed by the ASEAN
member states. Reiko holds an M. A. in Gender and Development from the Institute of Development Studies,
University of Sussex and a B.A in Law from the University of Sophia (Jochi), Tokyo.
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Tokihiko Fujimoto
Associate Professor, School of Political Science and Economics, Meiji University
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He was born in Kumamoto City in 1984. In March 2009, he completed the first half of the doctoral program
in sociology at Doshisha University. After completing his graduate studies, he worked at the Shimane
Prefectural Mountainous Regions Research Center, the JST Research Institute of Science and Technology
for Society, the Graduate School of Engineering at Kyushu University, and the Faculty of Agriculture at
Shizuoka University before assuming his current position in April 2020. He received his Ph.D. in Engineering
(Kyushu University, 2013) for his dissertation, "A Study on Local Entity Formation for Renewable Energy
Social Capital Development". He is also the author of "The Power of Thinking About Community Planning”
(Mishosha, 2022)

10
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Elisa Sutanudjaja
Co-founder and Executive Director, Rujak Center for Urban Studies (RCUS)
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Elisa Sutanudjaja is the co-founder and Executive Director of the Rujak Center for Urban Studies (RCUS),
a think-act tank based in Jakarta, Indonesia, and collaborates with communities to generate knowledge and
practices to create sustainable and just cities. With over a decade of experience in urban planning, urban
studies, climate change, water-sensitive design, housing rights advocacy, urban mobility, and heritage
preservation, Elisa has played a pivotal role in shaping policies and initiatives that empower communities
and address urban challenges in Indonesia. She strongly advocates for sustainable mobility, is an avid
pedestrian, and is a public transportation user. Elisa has led numerous co-design projects that engage local
communities in shaping their urban environments, ensuring that development respects cultural heritage and
promotes resilience against climate change. Under her leadership, RCUS has earned recognition for its
innovative approaches, including winning the prestigious Gold Medal of World Habitat Award in 2024.
Elisa is also an Eisenhower Fellow, further underscoring her commitment to driving positive change in urban
development.
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President, The Toyota Foundation; Emeritus Professor, The University of
Tokyo
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BA at Kyoto University (1976), Ph.D at University of Paris 3 (1983). He was an associate professor, then a
professor at the Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia (IASA), the University of Tokyo till his retirement in
2019. At the University of Tokyo, he was appointed to the position of Director of IASA, of Executive Vice
President and of Director of Tokyo College. He is an Emeritus Professor of the University of Tokyo. He
received several awards like Asia-Pacific Award, Special Prize (2007) and Farabi International Award (2011)
and is honor by Purple Ribbon Medal of Honor (2017) and Ordre de Palme académique de la République
francaise (Classe Officier) (2021). He has published a number of books and articles. Among them, are Asian
Port Cities 1600-1800. Foreign and Local Cultural Exchange. (editor), National University of Singapore
Press & Kyoto University Press, 2009, Toward Creation of a New World History (Japan Publishing Industry
Foundation for Culture, 2018), etc.

12



THE TOYO.TA FOUNDATION
.3 Anniversary

Since 1974

i TE Ry
ERRMAESTE, 7Y THRAMTEMELERE S

Yuri Sato
Executive Vice President, The Japan Foundation
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Yuri Sato serves as the Executive Vice President of The Japan Foundation (JF) from October 2021. At the
JF she mainly oversees activities to promote Japanese studies overseas and global partnership between Japan
and the rest of the world. Prior to this she has been working as a researcher of area studies on Indonesia and
Southeast Asia, especially economy, industry, business and political economic studies at the Institute of
Developing Economies (IDE-JETRO) since 1981. She stationed in Indonesia as a researcher in 1985-87 and
1996-99, and as a special advisor for the Indonesian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KADIN) in 2008-
10. In 2015-19 she served as Executive Vice President of IDE, and of JETRO (Japan External Trade
Organization) in charge of promoting economic relationships with Southeast Asia and Oceania.

She was the former President of the Japan Association of Asian Studies (JAAS) and is currently President of
the Colloguium on Indonesian Studies in Japan (KAPAL). She obtained master and doctorate degrees in
economics from University of Indonesia. She is the author/editor of numerous academic works, and the
recipient of the 24th Grand Prix Asia Pacific Awards and the 16th Okita Memorial Prize for International
Development Research on her book. She served on several governmental expert committees at MOFA, MOF,
METI and MAFF, including Expert Panels on Revision of the ODA Charter.
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Maho Nakayama (Sato)

Director and Senior Program Officer, Peacebuilding Program, The Sasakawa
Peace Foundation
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Joined The Japan Foundation in 1996, gained experience in designing and managing programs for
intellectual/arts exchange, and promoting Japanese studies abroad, with regional focus on Southeast and
South Asia. From 2001-2005 served as an Assistant Director of the Japan Foundation Jakarta Cultural Center,
and from 2007-2008 as an assistant to the President. Joined the Sasakawa Peace Foundation in 2008, and
designed Foundation’s program for peace building and conflict resolution in Southern Thailand. After
serving as Director of the Asia Peace Initiatives Department, she has served as Director of the Peacebuilding
Program since 2022.
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